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EXPERIMENTS IN THE USE OF
BRUSH SHELTERS BY FISH
IN MICHIGAN LAKES*

IMMANUEL A. RODEHEFFER > /9 fz“/

IN THE recent development of the lake-improvement aspect of
game-fish management artificial shelters of bresh and other
material have been installed in the hope of bettering the conditions
for 4sh life (Hubbs and Eschmeyer, 1938). Proposals for shelter
improvement have met with ready acceptance as relief labor projects
since such projects utilize much unskilled Iabor and involve only a
small outlay of money for materials. As a consequence, many
thousands of brush shelters have been made and sunk in the inland
lakes of the northern states, at a reported cost of several hundred
thousand dollars. Very little effort and money have been expended,
however, in any extensive and adequate attempt to test the success
of these structures. Few men of competent training have been
available to make such tests, and the supervisors of the emcrgency
conservation work have not found it possible or expedient to support
the research which might have placed environmental control on &
more secure and permanent basis. :
In supplying some needed evaluations of the effectnr‘ene&? and
practicability of brush shelters, and in planning the continuation .of:
o dine it was eratifying to have the codperation of he Bio-
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TREE SECURED TO STUMP BY
WIRE ROPE AND FENCE STAPLES
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